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EVENTS/Dates for Diaries

Wednesday 9" September at Midday

There will be a thanksgiving service at SSG Baptist Church for
the life of Elizabeth (Liz) Gardner. Liz was the daughter of
Jonny Upham and the family has a long association with our
church. The internment will take place after the service at
Creech St Michael Baptist Church.

Church BBQ
Saturday 12" September in the Chapel grounds. All very
welcome!

Church Meeting
The next church meeting will be held after the morning
service on Sunday 20" September.

HARVEST
Our Harvest Service will take place on Sunday 27
September starting at 10.30am.



We Are Not Numbers

On August 9, 2026, we had a special service at the Stoke St Gregory Baptist
Church where people were asked to bring a poem, scripture, writing that
meant something special to them. | brought a poem.

The poem came from a book | am reading entitled “We Are Not Numbers”
(WANN for short). It is a book of ten chapters with each chapter containing a
number of stories and events about the life in Gaza written by the people
living there. The title caught my eye as the news channels report events in
Gaza in terms of bombings and numbers of people who were injured or died.
From my military background | know there is more to it than just numbers.
WANN is a composition of stories told by the people who have lived through
the conflict for the last fourteen years and their life in Gaza. One author
included a poem which | shared with the church. As it is copyrighted, | cannot
reproduce it but you can read the poem online.

The title of the poem is “If | Must Die, Let It Be a Tale” by Dr. Refaat Alareer, a
Palestinian writer, activist, and professor of English literature in Gaza who
was killed in an Israeli airstrike in December 2023. The kite is a metaphor, and
the poem addresses a small child looking at the kite and sees hope and love in
an angel flying above Gaza bringing back love after the death of his father in
an explosion. It is a popular poem that speaks strongly about the conflict, the
genocide, and that every life should fuel hope not just loss.

The day before | read this poem was the 81st anniversary of the second
atomic bombing of Nagasaki. Those two bombs destroyed hundreds of
thousands of lives. Survivors are known as hibakusha, a Japanese term
meaning ‘explosion affected’ person. While the numbers of survivors are
fewer each year because of the illness from the explosions, age, and other
reasons, it struck me that 81 years on, humanity has learned so little from the
lessons of that world war and the loss of life. As | watched the ceremony
Japan has every year on the Japanese TV channel, | realize one day there will
be no more survivors and ask what will happen then?



There are over 126 on-going wars in the world of many sizes and intensities
as | write this little piece. Real people are dying, real children are left without
parents, families or anyone who cares. There are whole generations of people
growing up who think living in a plastic tent is normal, eating on the street
out of a bucket is normal, hearing bomb explosions, having to move to seek
new shelter is normal. As pointed out in the book, the war in Gaza has gone
on for fourteen years. While we, in England and other very privileged parts of
the world, thought COVID was hard as we were separated from families and
not being with loved ones as they died from the virus (as | had to with my

father), people in Gaza and probably so many other parts of the world are
living a COVID existence every day and few people know about it and fewer
that can help.

It is easy to blame politicians and leaders, but they are weak people driven by
many motives most of us cannot understand. But there are more of us than
there are of them. We, who claim belief in a creator, whoever that is, must
learn there is more that unites the people of the world than divides us and we
cannot let those who lead us convince us otherwise. There is too much at
stake. In a world of diminishing resources, growing populations and a climate
changing quicker than imagined, it is necessary to find ways to help each
other rather than destroy each other.

This is a long narrative and personal reflection sparked by a simple poem that
warranted reflection, challenging what | believe in, and making me seek what
| can do to make something better, whatever that may be, rather than just
accepting the current state and the killing continuing.

Anthony Yaskin

Thank you so much to Tony for writing this and for explaining why he chose to share
the poem in the service that Liz recently led. Although the poem can’t be shared here
due to copyright rules, it can be read online via this link https://ifimustdie.net/ which
also includes a link where you can hear the actor Brian Cox recite the poem most
movingly.



https://ifimustdie.net/

One line in the poem “let it bring hope” resounded strongly with me. Amidst all the
despair and destruction in our world, we can always cling to the hope that the Lord
assures us of.

Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in
God, for | will yet praise him, my Saviour and my God. (Psalm 42:11)

Amanda

Improvements at the Chapel

The side path leading to the schoolroom
door has now been tidied up and
tarmacadamed. As you can see, it looks
much improved. Many thanks to all
involved in getting this done.




For our Prayers

Please continue to keep the following people in
your prayers — Dorothy Skinner and famiy, Liz
(nee Upham) and family, Alex Morrice and family,
Jonathan, Chris, Freda, and all our faithful
members and friends who, for various reasons,
are unable to be with us on Sunday mornings. Please also pray for our
young people as they start a new school year or head off to university.

BMS Birthday Scheme

We celebrate Liz’s birthday this month on the
23" September.
We thank her for supporting the scheme and

HAP.  BIR HOAY wish her a joyful day.

> <z Flowers in the chapel
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Weekly flowers for services in the chapel are kindly
provided by Anne Coate. If any individuals would like to
do flowers for a special occasion, please put your name down on the
calendar which has been provided for this.



September 2026 Calendar

Day Time Event

Thurs 3rd 9.30am- | TWiGs in the Schoolroom
11.30am

Sun 6th 10.00am | MESSY CHURCH with breakfast, crafts, songs & Bible story.

Thurs 10th | 9.30am- | TWiGs in the Schoolroom
11.30am

Sat 12th Church BBQ in the chapel grounds

Sun 13th 10.30am | MORNING WORSHIP led by Jamie Marriott

Thurs 17th | 9.30am- | TWiGs in the Schoolroom
11.30am

Sun 20th 10.30am | MORNING WORSHIP with Communion led by Ewen
Huffman and Lesley
Church Meeting to follow after the service

Thurs 24th | 9.30am- | TWiGs in the Schoolroom
11.30am

Sun 27th 10.30am | HARVEST THANKSGIVING led by Martin Fowler

OCTOBER 10.00am | MESSY CHURCH with breakfast, crafts, songs & Bible story.
Sun 4th

Church Giving

The Baptist Church at Stoke St Gregory relies solely on donations. Should you
wish to make an online donation at any time, please use the following details,
using the reference “Church Giving”:

Account Name: Stoke St Gregory Baptist Church

Account Number: 00604544

Sort Code: 30-98-45




